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Whereas:

1. Influenza pandemics have occutred three times in the last century, and history and science
suggest that the country and the wotld could face one or more pandemics in this century;

2. A pandemic can cause severe illness, death and disruption throughout the country and the
wotld, and outbreaks can occur in many different locations all at the same time;

3. Preparing for an influenza pandemic requires coordinated action at all levels of government -
federal, state, local - and all sectors of society, including businesses, schools, faith-based and community
organizations, families and individuals;

4, The federal government has committed to taking a leadership role in creating a prepared Nation
by monitoring international and domestic outbreaks, providing funding and technical assistance to
foster local and state preparedness, stockpiling and distributing countermeasures, developing new
treatments, and coordinating the national response;

5. The Sectetary of the United States Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has
committed to holding pandemic planning summits in all 50 states, assisting states to improve their level
of preparedness;

6. President George W. Bush asked Congtess for emergency spending authority to prepate the
United States against the possibility of a pandemic. The Congtress has provided over $3 billion for that
purpose in the Defense Appropriations Act for 2006, including funding for state and local planning

purposes;

7. States and local communities are undertaking their own measures for responding to an outbreak
within their jurisdictions and having comprehensive pandemic preparedness plans and measures in
place to protect their citizens;

8. Consistent with its authorities and availability of funding, HHS may provide additional
resources for State and local influenza planning and preparedness activities, and require specific
prepatredness goals and achievement of these goals from States and localities as a condition of financial
assistance;

9. Preparedness plans must be continuously exetcised and updated to make sute they wotk and to
achieve a stronger level of preparedness;

10. Pandemic preparedness will help communities deal with any type of medical emergency and will
have lasting benefits for the health of our Nation; and

11.  HHS and Hawaii share common goals, and have shared and independent responsibilities for
influenza planning and preparedness.
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